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CORID® (amprolium) Now Allowed in USDA Natural Beef and
Never Ever 3 Programs
Prevention is key to avoid losses from coccidiosis
DULUTH, GA — June 18, 2009 — According to recently released standards by the USDA,
producers raising cattle for natural and Never Ever 3 (NE3) programs can use CORID®
(amprolium) for the prevention and treatment of coccidiosis when used according to the

label.*?

Dr. Joe Dedrickson, associate director, Merial Veterinary Services, says that allowing the
use of coccidiostats in natural programs by the USDA reinforces the importance of

preventing this costly disease.

“Cattle can’t fight coccidiosis on their own,” he says. “By adding CORID to their animal
health program, natural beef and NE3 producers can help prevent coccidiosis before the

damage is done, or treat it if signs of the disease are seen.”

Coccidiosis is a costly disease for several reasons. First, the disease can affect calves from
all environments and geographies,® and the prevalence of infection can be up to 100
percent in calves.* Coccidiosis is a stress-induced disease that is difficult to diagnose.>* In
fact, 95 percent of all cases are subclinical and are never diagnosed.® If visible signs do
occur, it is not until three to eight weeks after the initial infection. By then, much of the

damage has already been done.*
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“It is estimated that coccidiosis costs the cattle industries more than $100 million every
year,”’ Dr. Dedrickson says. “Some of those losses come from the 2 million to 3 million
cattle treated for clinical coccidiosis each year — 1 in 5 of which will end up dying.*

Unfortunately, most of the production losses often go unnoticed.”

The losses due to subclinical coccidiosis are likely higher than clinical cases because
subclinical cases cannot be seen, however, the infection still causes intestinal damage.®
Coccidia destroy the lining of the small intestine, which results in incomplete absorption of
nutrients and electrolytes.® The result is dehydration and reduced feed efficiency. One
study showed a 30 percent reduction in feed efficiency in animals that were infected with

coccidia.®

“CORID works by stopping coccidia at a critical stage in the animal’s small intestine to
prevent more damaging clinical coccidiosis in the large intestine,” Dr. Dedrickson says.
“CORID is not an antibiotic, which is why it is allowed in natural and NE3 programs. Instead

it works by starving the coccidia of thiamin, a nutrient that is vital to their survival.”

CORID can easily be added to any animal health routine because it is available in several
sizes and formulations, and offers a choice of administration routes — as a feed or water

additive, or as a drench.

“CORID is a convenient option for all producers because it can easily be mixed with any
type of drinking system or used as a drench,” Dr. Dedrickson says. “The in-feed
formulation also provides a convenient, user-friendly option as producers can mix it in with

the ration or provide it as a top-dress.”

Producers should consult their veterinarian and follow label instructions. For coccidiosis
prevention, Dr. Dedrickson recommends producers use CORID at the prevention dose rate
(5 mg/kg) for 21 consecutive days. If clinical signs of coccidiosis do occur, cattle should be
treated with CORID daily for five consecutive days at the treatment dose rate (10 mg/kg)

according to the label.
“Convenience and effectiveness have made CORID a leading choice in coccidiostats,” Dr.

Dedrickson says. “As with all operations, natural beef and NE3 programs are built on the

foundation of keeping cattle healthy. Now that producers can use CORID as part of their
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preventive medicine regimen, they can help cattle fight a disease that is key to their overall

health and profitability.”

In addition to natural and NE3 programs, CORID is an optional protocol for the MERIAL®
SUREHEALTH® Calf Preconditioning Program. For more information, visit www.CORID.com

or call 1-888-MERIAL-1.

Merial is a world-leading, innovation-driven animal health company, providing a
comprehensive range of products to enhance the health, well-being and performance of a
wide range of animals. Merial employs approximately 5,400 people and operates in more
than 150 countries worldwide. Its 2008 sales were over $2.6 billion. Merial Limited is a
joint venture between Merck & Co., Inc. and sanofi-aventis. For more information, please

see www.merial.com.
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CORID (amprolium): Withdraw 24 hours before slaughter. Do not use in calves to be
processed for veal.
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